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Monday 13th January 

Dear Parents, 

As part of our continuing efforts to improve standards at Pencoys, we have adopted a new 

spelling programme called Read Write Inc Spelling. The children will be doing daily spelling 

activities around a rule using online tutorials and pupil spelling activity books.  

Lots of research into the most effective methods to teach spelling has been done in the 

creation of this programme and it is proven to be very successful in improving pupil’s spelling 

skills. One of the things the research found is that weekly spelling tests are not effective at 

teaching children how to spell. When this approach is used, children only learn a few words 

that match a rule that week and do not retain the spelling rule in the longer term. The Read 

Write Inc Spelling approach does not include weekly spellings, but instead practices a rule 

daily which can be applied to many words. The programme regularly revisits spelling rules 

and builds on the new phonics approach that we are adopting. Assessment of children’s 

spelling skills happens daily and is ongoing as this is an important part of the programme, but 

does not include a weekly spelling test. 

We will no longer be sending home weekly spelling lists for the children to practise at home. 

Please do not feel we are no longer teaching spelling - this is absolutely not the case! We are 

simply teaching it in a different and much improved way.  

Some teachers may ask that you help a child with a rule at home and may offer some words 

that match the rule. However, this will not be for all children but those that may require 

some additional support from home at that time. 

If you have any concerns around this please feel free to talk to your child’s teacher. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Mrs  Johns.  
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