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English Policy 
 
 

Aims  
 

In the study of English we aim to develop children’s ability to listen, speak, read and 
write for a wide range of purposes, including the communication of their ideas, views 
and feelings. We aim to enable children to express themselves creatively and 
imaginatively as they become enthusiastic and critical readers. Our whole school 
focus is to accelerate progress to raise the attainment in reading and writing in all 
years and all groups.  

 
 Our objectives in the teaching of English are: 
 

 to enable children to speak clearly, explaining their understanding 
and ideas, and use discussion as a tool to learn. 

 to encourage children to listen with concentration, in order to identify 
the main points of what they have heard and participate in debate. 

 to enable pupils to read confidently, fluently, accurately and with 
understanding. 

 develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and 
information. 

 for pupils to employ a full range of reading cues - phonic, graphic, 
syntactic and contextual - to monitor, correct and make sense of 
their own reading. 

 acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and 
knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken 
language. 

 to develop confident, independent readers, through contact with 
challenging, substantial texts across a variety of genres and 
curriculum subjects.  

 to foster the enjoyment of writing, and a recognition of its value. 

 to encourage accurate and meaningful writing, be it narrative or 
non-fiction. 

 to improve the planning, drafting and editing of their written work. 

 to develop spelling strategies through the use of phonics and letter 
patterns. 

 to develop a fluent and legible joined handwriting style. 
 

English curriculum planning  
 

Long-term planning shows reading and writing is linked closely with the topics 



 

 

taught each term. We use the 2014 National Curriculum as the basis for 

implementing the statutory requirements of the programmes of study for English. 

Medium-term plans ensure an appropriate balance and distribution of genres  

 across each term. Weekly Plans- Class teachers complete weekly plans these 

indicate the specific learning objectives, key questions, vocabulary, success 

criteria and expected outcomes.  

 
 

Strategies for Teaching Reading: 
 

In Foundation Stage a love of books is developed by sharing songs, stories and 
rhymes. Books which follow the childrens’ interests are shared daily and the 
children are encouraged to talk and re-enact them. Both story and information 
books are made available for child initiated play thus, utilising books in all areas 
of the provision.  
 
Read Write Inc (RWI)  
 
RWI starts in Reception, where through a structured and progressive synthetic 
approach to phonics, children are taught to understand that letters represent 
sounds in spoken words which will support their decoding of the printed word.  
 
In Year 1 children continue to develop their phonic knowledge using the Read 
Write Inc approach and resources. Half termly assessment tracks pupil’s 
progress and allows teachers to organise children into groups of the same 
stage across reception and key stage 1. Reading continues to be taught using 
the storybooks which are carefully matched to the children’s needs. Books for 
home reading with parents and carers continue to be provided to give further 
opportunities for practise and to enable parents to support their child’s learning.  
 
In Year 2 and Key Stage 2 children who have not met the phonics screening 
check continue to be supported through daily phonic sessions using the Read 
Write Inc materials and other approaches such as Reading Doctor.  
 
Taught Reading  
 
From year 2 and across Key Stage 2 reading is taught through daily whole 
class reading sessions. Ambitious texts are chosen to challenge pupil’s 
understanding and to expose them to vocabulary of increasing complexity. 
Teachers use the VIPERS approach (vocabulary, infer, predict, explain, retrieve 
and summarise) which provide question stems and ensure children are given 
opportunities to respond to all the different types of question, both orally and in 
writing. 
 
Accelerated Reader 
 
When appropriate in Year 2 and in Key Stage 2 children begin using 
Accelerated Reader (AR). This individual approach helps to engage and 
motivate children, using books which are appropriately pitched and which helps 



 

 

foster and develop an embedded love of books and reading. Children read AR 
books for a dedicated 15 mins a day in class and are expected to continue this 
reading at home. Once completed children are then given the opportunity to 
test and assess their comprehension through AR quizzes.   
 
The Reading Environment  
 
We promote a positive reading culture across the school through our reading 
environments. Reading Corner: All classrooms have a reading corner which 
purposely relaxed and has a variety of genres and levelled books for pupils to 
read. Displays show the current whole class text... “Hot Readers” (AR targets)  

Reading Karate bands. Resources are available to the pupils appropriate for 

the age and range of reading abilities of the pupils (alphabet charts, word 

banks, dictionaries, thesauruses, spellcheckers)ambitious vocabulary that has 

been collected and discussed. Library: The library is a comfortable and quiet 

place to read and is stocked with new, current and topical books and 

magazines to appeal to all readers.  

 
Promoting Reading 
 
Reading Buddies 
Pupils who would benefit from further reading are given the opportunity to read 
with an older pupil. This opportunity not only helps to develop the pupil’s 
fluency and understanding of a text, but also allows them to build on their 
interpersonal and social skills. 
  
Author Visits 
Opportunties for meeting and sharing books with authors occur regularly. 
 
Parental Involvement 
Parents are expected to share books with their children and hear them read at 
home. Parents are encouraged to make a written comment in the school 
planner/reading record, to show how their child read or their understanding. 
 
Reading Club 
Reading is also promoted out of school hours through clubs such as Reading 
Club which is available to all pupils from 8:30 am everyday. 
 

Strategies for Teaching Writing: 
 
In Reception, children have opportunities both inside and outside to engage in 
mark making and writing activities. Pupils have daily opportunities to 
experiment with different types of writing through play activities. We encourage 
children to ‘have a go’ at writing and use their phonic knowledge to write words 
in ways that match their spoken sounds.  
 
Planning  
Texts are often chosen to link with topics or learning in other areas of the 
curriculum and give children a context for writing. At Key Stages 1 and 2, pupils 



 

 

become familiar with a range of genres, identifying each one’s features and 
forming toolkits for writing. All aspects of literacy are covered in the lessons 
including writing, reading, poetry, speaking and listening, drama, spelling and 
grammar. Teachers are encouraged to use ideas from several sources 
including ‘Talk for Writing’ and ‘The Literacy Shed’ in order to structure and 
enthuse, respectively, the children in the writing process. Where appropriate, 
discrete teaching opportunities of basic skills linked to a genre are incorporated 
into these writing sessions, for example the teaching of inverted commas for 
direct quotes for newspaper reports.  
 
Marking and Feedback 
The editing and drafting of written work is given a high profile across the school. 
Children are encouraged to adopt a ‘Better Never Stops’ attitude toward their 
writing. Day to day work may be edited by the pupil, classmate or adult by 
making additions and changes focussing on the content, structure, grammar, 
punctuation and spelling. ‘Dot on the spot’ and ‘green for great’ are recognised 
by all children as common marking prompts.. Self-assessment is an important 
part of the writing process and the children are encouraged to be self-critical 
learners from a young age and seek to improve their work. Learning intentions 
are shared with pupils each session and are used for assessment by both 
pupils and teachers. 
 
Handwriting 
Letter formation begins in reception where children are taught how to form each 
letter using the Read Write Inc phonics approach which uses rhymes to aid the 
formation of each letter. This is continued to be practised in year 1 and during 
year 2 pupils are taught a cursive handwriting style. Throughout Key Stage 2, 
handwriting and presentation continues to be given high value and the school 
writing style practised and polished.   
 
Spelling 
We recognise the importance of accurate spelling skills for all pupils. Years 2 to 
6 follow the Read Write Inc spelling Programme which builds on the Read Write 
Inc phonics approach in Reception and year 1. 
Pupils are taught how to learn spelling through a variety of strategies including: 
phonics, visual and morphemic strategies, graphic knowledge, mnemonics and 
principles and rules of spelling. Pupils are given the opportunity to develop and 
practise their skills during the independent work session. Good spelling, at the 
level of the individual, is expected throughout all written work. 
 

Assessment, Monitoring and Recording 
 

Assessment is used to track pupil’s progress and monitor attainment. Reading 
and writing is assessed against the curriculum statements and recorded in the 
school’s assessment system, Target Tracker. Assessment against the National 
Curriculum allows us to consider each child’s attainment and progress against 
expected levels.  
In reception, year 1 and those who did not meet the Phonic Screening Check 
Threshold in year 2, six-eight week assessments of all children participating in 



 

 

the Read Write Inc scheme are made. This enables the close monitoring of the 
children on the programme.  
At Key Stage 2, reading assessment is supported using outcomes from Star 
Reading tests and half termly tests in Accelerated Reader. End of year tests 
are also used to inform teacher judgements. Moderation forms part of the 
school’s assessment process for writing and opportunities to moderate work 
both in school and within the Croft MAT are used effectively. Teachers use 
daily formative assessments of writing activities and whole class reading 
sessions to inform their judgements.   
 

Home Learning 
Homework is used to support English through: 
- daily reading at home using books selected through our Read Write Inc home 
reading scheme at Key Stage 1 and books chosen through the Accelerated 
Reader Program at Key Stage 2; 
- The learning of specific, differentiated spelling lists (from Year 1 upwards); 
- Specific tasks set by teachers as indicated in the Homework Policy. 
- During year 6, additional grammar homework is set to support SATs 
preparation. 
 
 

Inclusion 
We aim to individualise provision for all pupils, so that all pupils achieve as 
highly as they can in English, according to their individual abilities. We identify 
which pupils or groups of pupils are under-achieving and take steps to improve 
their attainment. This provision could be undertaken as part of classroom 
practise or as an intervention. 
Pupils with Special Educational Needs and disabilities are encouraged to take 
full part in reading sessions, both inside and outside the English sessions. All 
pupils with Special Educational Needs and disabilities will follow the same 
educational curriculum as their peers, differentiated where necessary to meet 
their individual needs. Pupils who require extra support are withdrawn for short 
periods, to participate in individual and small group programmes, based on their 
Individual Learning Plans. Care is taken not to disadvantage pupils by this 
withdrawal. 
 

Equal Opportunties 
 
In line with the Special Educational Needs and Inclusion Policies, and the New 
National Curriculum, Pencoys Primary School believes all pupils are entitled to 
high quality teaching and learning, with regard to English and we embrace the 
philosophy of inclusion. In the writing of this policy we have considered our 
equality and diversity responsibilities. 

 
Monitoring and review 

 
Monitoring of the standards of children’s work and the quality of teaching in 
English is the responsibility of all teachers and the Headteacher. The work of 
the subject leader also involves supporting colleagues in their teaching, being 
informed about current developments in the subject, and providing a strategic 



 

 

lead and direction for English in the school. The subject leader and the 
Headteacher evaluate the strengths and weaknesses in the subject, and 
indicate areas for further improvement which is outlined in the School 
Improvement Plan and English subject action plan. The leader has allocated  
management time to undertake lesson observations of English teaching across 
the school and our work is monitored by the scrutiny of performance data, 
school improvement visits and support from the Crofty MAT and the Action Plan 
for English. 
This policy will be reviewed at least every two years. 
 
Signed:      Date: October 2019 
 
Review September 2021 

 


