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9th September 2019 

Dear Parents, 

We hope your child is enjoying their first week in Year 1. All the children are settling in really well. 

Our topic this term is called ‘Enchanted Woodland’ and we will be using the Percy the Park Keeper 

stories to support our learning.  As you can see from our topic map, we have lots of exciting things 

planned as we discover more about the plants and animals which live in the woodland. 

Year 1 Routines 

Items needed in school – Children will bring their reading books home in their book bags to be read 

every day and it is important the books come back into school each day for reading with adults. 

Please ensure your child has a water bottle in school every day. Learning in Key Stage 1 is very active 

and the children are encouraged to regularly drink during the day. We top up the bottles during the 

day too so if the bottles appear quite full it doesn’t mean your child hasn’t had a drink all day as we 

monitor this closely. PE kit is needed in school every day as well. Our PE lessons are on a Monday 

and a Friday. 

Naming Uniform – We appreciate that you have spent lots of money on a new uniform, shoes, PE 

kits, etc so please ensure all items are clearly named. We have a lot of children wearing age 5 polo 

shirts that all look the same and these can only be identified by labelling them!  

Fruit – Fruit is provided for all children in Year 1 as a snack at first break time. You may, of course, 

provide your child with additional fruit or a healthy snack for the second break if you wish. On 

Fridays, tasty toast is available for 20p (one slice per child only). 

Reading and Phonics – We follow the RWI approach to teaching phonics and have daily sessions. 

Phonic knowledge is essential for developing your child’s reading and writing. When you read with 

your child at home please write the date, number of pages read and any comment in their reading 

record. In a drive to encourage the children to read more at home, the class is going to participate in 

Reading Karate! The children will be rewarded with ‘Karate Reading Belts’ in the form of silicone 

wrist bands. To gain a band they will need to read on 20 separate times at home and the reading 

record must be signed by an adult each time. The children should read their school reading book or 

may sometimes like to read a book from home or borrowed from the library. We recommend a 

minimum period of 10 minutes for a signature in their reading record. In Spring term, alongside 

reading books, we will also be sending home the Year 1 Common Exception Words (words that don’t 

follow phonic rules or are harder to learn). The children need to learn to read and spell these words. 

Maths – Maths in Year 1 continues to be taught in a fun and practical way. We use lots of concrete 

materials and pictorial images to support the children’s learning. As the year progresses we will be 

focusing more on recording our work. You can support your child in their maths by making links to 

everyday routines e.g. counting the number of steps on a staircase; counting items as you put them 
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in the trolley; counting small change in your purse and making links to the times when things happen 

like bedtime. 

Rewards – We have a class reward chart and all children start each day on the sun. Following the 

school’s Diamond Rules will keep your child on the sun. For extra effort or achievement your child 

will be moved to the hot air balloon and will receive a special sticker. Stickers may also be handed 

out during the day for specific learning tasks or good behaviour. If a child makes poor choices they 

are moved down to the clouds and given some time to reflect on their behaviour so they can then be 

moved back up to the sun. Once a fortnight, Mrs Craig holds a special celebration assembly on a 

Friday where we choose 2 children from the class to recognise their individual achievements. 

Medication  –  According to school policy, only medications prescribed by the doctor will be 

administered by a member of staff. A medicine administration form (available from the office) must 

be completed and handed in with the medication. 

Website  –  I would like to celebrate the children’s learning by putting some photographs of the class 

engaged in activities on our class page of the school website. In order to keep all pupils safe, 

children’s names are not put with their photograph. If you have not already done so and are happy 

to have photographs of your child on the school website, please could you sign the form giving 

permission. Thank you. 

We hope this information is helpful to you. If you do have any questions or concerns, we are having 

a drop-in session on Friday 20th September 3:15 to 4:00 so please come in to talk to us. 

Alternatively, you can always speak to one of us at the end of a day rather than before school as this 

time is often very busy preparing for the day (unless of course it is particularly urgent). 

Many thanks, 

 

Mrs Johns and Mrs Broughal 
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